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Ora Wolfe House
Redhouse mid-19th century
Private

The Ora Wolfe house has been greatly altered from its original
appearance, but some integrity remains. It is a vertical plank
constructed, 2-story, 3 bay by 2 bay dwelling with a gable roof.

The house rests on a concrete foundation and is covered with aluminum
siding; original siding is weatherboard.

Before its alteration, the building was a good example of the early
type of heavy vertical plank construction built from about 1850 to 1880,
which differs from the late buildings of thinner boards.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ora Wolfe House is located in open farmland on the north side of Rt. 50,
the old Northwester Turnpike. It has been greatly altered from its original
appearance, but some integrity remains.

It is avertical plank constructed, 2-story, 3 bay by 2 bay dwelling with a gable
roof. There is a central entrance which faces south. A l-story, 2 bay by 1 bay
wing, with a gable roof, abuts the west elevation of the main block. A l-story
shed porch supported by 4 wooden posts runs across the facade of the main block.
A portion of the gable roof at the front of the house has been raised, creating
a 2 bay wide shed dormer.

The house rests on a concrete foundation and is covered with aluminum siding;
original siding is weatherboard. The aluminum siding and most of the alterations
were made in June 1973, according to the present occupant, Michael Kulak. The
gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles.

The facade entrance consists of a 4 paneled wooden door with ornate sawn-work
appplied to each panel. On either side of the door, 6 pane sidelights surmount panels
which have the same applied sawn-work as the door.

Windows are predominantely 6/6 sash. There are 2 exterior gable end stone
chimneys.

Based on information supplied by the present occupant, Michael Kulak and by
Ora Wolfe, his sister-in-law, who was born and raised in this house, and a historical
photo which was photocopied from Mr. Kulak's collection, the original appearance
can be known.

According to Ora Wolfe and Michael Kulak, the house is a plank house, constructed
with 1%" thick planks. The interior wall treatment was lath and plaster. The
original foundation was stone; the stone has been reused by Mr. Kulak in the 2 stone
chimeys which are presently located at the gable ends of the house.

As seen on an earlier photo, (enclosed) the house originally had a double
entrance. The original treatment of the doors (sidlights and decorative panels)
has been maintained in the present single entrance, described earlier.

This site includes a frame barn constructed in the early 1930s, replacing
an earlier log barn. The frame barn measures approximately 40 x 60 feet, is made of
chestnut and poplar wood, and lies northwest of the house. Three frame outbuildings
lie directly west of the house, and a spring and frame springhouse/cold cellar
lie southwest of the house, toward Rt. 50.
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Although this house is totally altered today, a late-19th century

photograph shows its original appearance.
the early type of heavy vertical plank construction built from about 1850 to
1880, which differs from the later buildings of thinner boards.

The building was a good example of

Its general

configuration and building type resembles the Charlie Reckord House, G-II-A-03 .

The building's two elaborate entrances, one of which survives, are an

unusual feature.
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